
August 2015 www.orangutanfoundation.org.au 

News from the field 
Have you ever wondered what it is  

like to volunteer with OFI? Read about 

Kaitlyn’s adventures in Borneo and her 

heart-warming account of her time as  

a communication volunteer at the OFI 

Care Centre and Quarantine here. 

A word from our President 

It has been an exciting time for OFI Australia! 

Thanks to all of our wonderful supporters we 

have been able to continue our financial 

support for the OFI Care Centre and 

Quarantine to ensure the 330+ orangutans in 

our care continue to receive food, shelter, 

love and affection.  

 

We have also contributed to the construction of Montana’s HaHa (which is 

almost complete!) and we have purchased more land to extend our Legacy 

Forest. I am also thrilled to announce our beautiful boy Faisal has moved into 

a new home within the Care Centre; you can read all about him in this issue.   

 

Behind the scenes we have been busy working on our strategic plan, which 

will see us continue to work closely with OFI and Dr Birute Mary Galdikas to 

ensure our fundraising efforts are directed where they are needed most. 

 

Thank you again to all of our wonderful supporters who have held events for 

OFI Australia to raise much needed funds to support our campaigns. We truly 

appreciate your support!!         

 

With love, 
 

Kobe 

Kobe Steele, President OFI Australia 

Sunburst has a 

new name! 
Nuttelex have renamed their 

palm oil free spread Sunburst to 

Nuttelex - Made with Coconut 

Oil.  
 

Keep an eye out for the new 

packaging which features the 

OFI Australia logo on the lid!  

 

We are so proud and grateful to 

have the support of Nuttelex - 

Made with Coconut Oil, 

Australia’s very first 100% palm oil 

free spread made with the 

goodness of coconut oil. 

 

Five cents from each tub sold is 

donated to OFI Australia so 

please continue to support this 

great product. Look for it now in 

Woolworths stores Australia wide 

and in Coles in Victoria. 

 

Good for you and good for 

orangutans!  

 

 

http://www.orangutanfoundation.org.au/
https://orangutan.org/reflections-of-a-volunteer/


 

Faisal gets a new home 
We are thrilled to announce that Faisal has moved into a 

new home within the Care Centre. As many of you know, 

Faisal has developed into a strong and healthy juvenile, 

outgrowing his current night enclosure in both size and 

strength!    

 

Thanks to an extremely generous donation from Laurel 

Clarke (aka Bobble) with help from Shari Murphy, OFI 

Australia has been able to purchase a much larger (and 

stronger!) new metal condo for Faisal at the Care Centre 

where he will continue to be loved and cared for until he is 

able to be released into the wild. Huge love and thanks to 

Laurel and Shari for making this happen!  

Little Selina came to OFI’s Care Centre and Quarantine 

facilities in October 2014 after being surrendered to 

Indonesian government authorities by her owner. 

Apparently Selina had been taken from her mother 

when she was only 10 days old, not even yet old 

enough to open her little grey-blue eyes. 

 

Soon after Selina’s arrival, it became apparent that this 

little bear was very unwell. Through further medical 

tests, OFI veterinarians discovered that Selina required 

major surgery to help stabilize and de-constrict her 

digestive system in order to help save her life. Each time 

little Selina eats or defecates, she is in massive pain! She 

is the size of a bear cub less than half her own age 

because it is so difficult for her to eat and digest food. 

 

OFI’s staff and dedicated volunteers are doing all they 

can on a daily basis to make Selina’s life more 

comfortable, but surgery is vitally important to her 

future health, well-being, and survival. 

 

Last week a special veterinary team arrived in Borneo 

to perform the surgery required to ease Selena’s pain. 

Through the joint efforts of OFI Australia and OFI 

volunteers, we have so far raised $1800 towards this 

very important and costly surgery. Our target is $10,000 

so if you are able to help by making a tax deductible 

donation to help fund Selina’s surgery, we would be so 

very grateful. Visit the OFI Australia website to donate.  

 

If little Selina could speak, she would surely thank you 

from the bottom of her little heart. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

 

 

 

Dr Birute Mary Galdikas 

Special sun bear appeal from Dr Birute Mary Galdikas 

Please help little 

Selena. Donate 

today.  

http://orangutanfoundation.org.au/appeal-for-sun-bear-selina/
http://orangutanfoundation.org.au/appeal-for-sun-bear-selina/
http://orangutanfoundation.org.au/appeal-for-sun-bear-selina/
http://orangutanfoundation.org.au/appeal-for-sun-bear-selina/


 

Meet sweet Tommy, one 

of our foster infants 

Tommy arrived at the OFI Care Centre on 12 July 2012. 

He was confiscated by Forestry officials from a palm oil 

plantation where his mother was most likely killed. With 

big inquisitive eyes and a playful, yet gentle, nature, 

Tommy has something truly special about him.  

 

Tommy loves the company of others. When on daily 

release in the forest, Tommy sticks with the group and 

does not wander off on his own. He never gets tired of his 

friends and prefers to stay close to them rather than 

venturing out to play with older orangutans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He particularly likes to play with his buddies Steppenwolf, 

Weyerhauser, and Turner when on daily release. The four 

can be found tumbling around together through the 

trees or at the “baby” playground. A keen forager, 

Tommy loves to spend time intently looking for food as 

well as playing in the forest. His favourite foods include 

‘Merang’, a local wild tree growing fruit similar to kiwi, as 

well as ‘kalakai’ leaves and ‘kosa’ grass.  

 

Whilst he may be sociable when it comes to play time, 

Tommy becomes a bit of a recluse when it’s meal time. 

During his afternoon feeding, he patiently waits his turn  

 

to be offered fruit or milk. He is gentle and does not 

grab at food or at his caregivers. Once he has his fruit in 

hand, he is off, swinging as high up as he can go in his 

sleeping enclosure, to eat in peace. Here he can take 

his time to savour his snack. Once finished eating, he 

swings down once more to join the others for more.   

 

As he continues to mature, Tommy will hopefully 

become more independent on daily release and 

continue to refine his foraging and forest skills. But right 

now he is a lovely, bouncing infant with sweet, soulful 

eyes and a disposition that makes him easy to love.  

 

OFI Australia’s foster program plays an essential role in 

ensuring orphaned orangutans like Tommy have a 

future. By becoming a foster parent to Tommy, you are 

helping to provide him with food, shelter, love and 

affection, while he learns the skills he needs to once 

again live freely in the wild.  

 

You can show your love by fostering Tommy today - for 

yourself, or someone special.  

Your love will make a 

difference.  

 

Become a  

foster parent 

today.  

http://www.orangutanfoundation.org.au/orangutan/become-a-foster-parent
http://www.orangutanfoundation.org.au/orangutan/become-a-foster-parent
http://www.orangutanfoundation.org.au/orangutan/become-a-foster-parent


Contact us 
Website www.orangutanfoundation.org.au 

Facebook www.facebook.com/OrangutanFoundationInternationalAustralia 

Twitter  www.twitter.com/DrBirute 

Instagram  www.instagram.com/ofi_australia  

Email  info@ofiaustralia.com 

Phone  07 5527 5226 

 

Don’t forget 

Father’s Day! 
Our new ‘I Love Orangutans’  

t-shirt is the perfect gift for the 

dominant male cheek-padder 

in your family! All proceeds from 

merchandise sales help us in our 

fight to save orangutans – so it 

really is the gift that keeps on 

giving!  

Shop now! 

Please support  

our Partners! 
Next time you are booking 

accommodation online,  

please book it through 

www.quickbeds.com and help 

raise funds for OFI Australia.  

• Find the hotel you want 

• Book it and enter our 

   Grassroots Code: 1802 

• That's it!  

 

Fundraising friends 
Huge love and thanks to our OFI Australia orangu-raisers who have held 

events and fundraising activities to raise much needed funds for our core 

campaigns; caring for orphaned orangutans at our Care Centre, and 

securing habitat for their future release. We truly appreciate your support! 

 

We are always looking for volunteers to fundraise for us. OFI Australia is 

registered with MyCause and Everyday Hero to make it easy to set up your 

own event or join an existing community event. Please contact us if you 

need fundraising ideas!  

Fundraise for OFI Australia today! 

http://orangutanfoundation.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/OrangutanFoundationInternationalAustralia
https://twitter.com/DrBirute
https://instagram.com/ofi_australia
http://www.orangutanfoundation.org.au/orangutan/shop/
http://www.quickbeds.com
https://www.mycause.com.au/charity/5766/OrangutanFoundationInternationalAustralia
https://nfp.everydayhero.com/au/orangutan-foundation-international-australia
http://orangutanfoundation.org.au/get-involved/
http://www.quickbeds.com/

