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A word from our President
May was a big month for OFI Australia! I hit the
ground running arriving back home after another
fantastic OFI Australia Borneo Orangutans Eco tour.
We had such a fun trip and so many laughs with our
great group of intrepid travellers.
In early May we held our Inaugural Fellini Cocktail
Party Fundraiser for Orangutans on the Gold Coast. It
was a resounding success. We were beyond thrilled
to raise $55,000 on the night!! Thank you to every
single person who came along to support our work
for orangutans and the amazing team who helped us
put the night together!
Also extra special thanks to Dr Charlie Teo, Jimmy Barnes, skipper Mark Richards and the incredible Wild Oats maxi
yacht crew, Australia’s Iron woman Courtney Hancock, Medland Orthodontics and PMT Precious Metal
Technologies for your incredible generosity in donating our amazing live auction prizes. It truly was a fabulous
night, check out the back page of this newsletter for all the pics!
However my biggest news is that during May we hit over $2 MILLION DOLLARS in total raised since I started the
Australian chapter of Orangutan Foundation International (OFI). Oh my goodness... I am still happy dancing
around the room!! I am so grateful to all my fellow orangutan lovers who have supported us by donating,
fostering, volunteering, attending events and caring deeply about our work to help save orangutans and their
rainforest home. Words cannot express what a difference these funds have made in the lives of the orangutans
OFI care for and protect.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Kobe
Kobe Steele, President, OFI Australia

If you donate by 30 June you can
claim it in this year’s tax return!

Click here to make a tax
deductible donation today!

An urgent appeal for sweet little sun bear Buddy,
who is our very first Foster Bear
Among the young and innocent animals that arrive
at OFI’s Orangutan Care Centre and Quarantine
(OCCQ) desperately in need of care are not only
orangutans but also sun bears. The OFI Care Centre
is currently home to 19 sun bears, who are also
victims of the palm oil industry due to the destruction
of the rainforest home they share with orangutans
and many other endangered species.
Buddy was brought to the attention of OFI in late
2017. He had been confiscated from a wildlife pet
trader in Jakarta, located on the island of Java, before being flown to OFI’s Care Centre in Borneo in April 2018.
Still a cub he had already suffered far too much in his short life, not only was he orphaned at such a tender age his claws, a sun bears main tool for survival, had been removed. Regrettably there is no chance of Buddy being
rehabilitated and released to the wild due to this egregious human act.
Buddy doesn’t let this get him down though. He is a happy go lucky bear, full of life and energy. He never fails to
brighten the day of anyone who meets him. For now, Buddy enjoys releases into the learning forest but as he
grows older and bigger Buddy will start to become difficult for humans to handle and interact with. Rightly he
should be in the forest along with his own kind. We can offer him the best possible alternative though, with your
help.
For Buddy to have a semblance of life in the wild and for his long-term welfare OFI wishes to provide him with a
one-hectare forest sanctuary with an adjoining sleeping enclosure. This sleeping enclosure would also include a
platform and hammock where Buddy can sleep and be fed. Within this forest sanctuary Buddy can learn how to
live a life he was previously denied, being able to roam freely throughout. He can dig and sniff through the Earth,
make himself a den, forage for food and learn how to be a sun bear. With his lack of claws Buddy does find it
difficult to climb but if a tree falls to the ground he doesn’t hesitate to investigate. Buddy won’t be lonely either;
he will have friends to play with as there are other sun bears at OFI that also need new housing. This sanctuary
won’t just benefit Buddy, it will also be for other bears that have suffered heartache and loss.
This new enclosure will cost US$45,000 all up. Some of this money has already been raised by Sun Bear Outreach.
We hope to make a start on the construction of the sleeping enclosures this year, but we are still short of our
target to complete it. Every little bit will help.
Please donate to or foster little Buddy to help us provide
him with the opportunity to enjoy life in safety and
comfort, as close as we can possibly give him to a life
in the wild.

Click here to help Buddy today!

Join us for the Sydney City2Surf or the Bridge to Brisbane!
OFI Australia is once again entering a team in this year’s Sydney City2Surf on
Sunday 12 August and the Bridge to Brisbane on Sunday 25 August. We walk
each year to raise the funds we need for another year’s special care for our
gorgeous disabled orangutan Hockey and would love your help.
As many of you know, Hockey is completely paralysed down one side after
having a stroke as an infant. She can never be released back into the wild
due to her disabilities. She is also one of the most loving and sweet
orangutans you could ever hope to meet. We love this orangutan more
than words can say! She truly is special.
Our goal is to raise the money needed to continue paying for the special 24/7 care Hockey needs, so she has the
quality of life she deserves. This includes the wages for her full time nurse, who gives Hockey the extra attention,
enrichment in her enclosure, forest visits and physiotherapy that she needs on a daily basis. Please join us to make
a difference in the life of this wonderful orangutan.
All of the details on how to register and set up your fundraising pages are now available on our website.
If you have any questions or need further information, please call our office on 07 5527 5226.
If you can’t join us please sponsor our City2Surf team by clicking here or our Bridge to Brisbane
team by clicking here

Click here for more information!

We are delighted to have the support of Two-Winged Fruit
Two-Winged Fruit create beautiful rainforest friendly skin and hair care products that are kind to our planet and
kind to you. All of their products are Orangutan Alliance certified palm oil free, accredited cruelty free and all
natural. They feature locally grown, Australian native and organic ingredients. Oh, and did we mention they also
smell and feel awesome on your skin?
Two-Winged Fruit donates 10% of your purchase to OFI
Australia when you order online using the coupon code
ICARE at the checkout in their online shop.
Thank you Two-Winged Fruit!

Click here to shop now!

Thank you to all the wonderful people who came along to
our recent Inaugural Fellini Cocktail Party Fundraiser for
Orangutans on the Gold Coast!
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